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infection takes place more readily in the tonsils than in any other 
part of the respirator}* tract A summary of the literature and a detail 
of some experiments upon animals are presented in evidence. He finds 
that the faucial tonsils become inoculated in nearly all cases of advanced 

f mlmonic phthisis, and that some form of primary tuberculosis will be 
ound in about 5 per cent, of the cases of hypertrophied pharyngeal 
tonsils. 


Cicatricial and Constrictive Stenosis of the Larynx after Intubation 
in Diphtheria.—A study of certain complications and the sequels met 
in operative cases of laryngeal diphtheria by Dr. B. Franklin Royer, 
Chief Resident Physician of the Municipal Hospital of Philadelphia 
(American Medicine, October 28, 1905), presents a very thoughtful 
exposition of the various sources of trouble, and the most suggestive 
methods of overcoming them. These difficulties are attributed to reflex 
apnrea, atony of the abductor muscles from the pressure of the tube, 
pressure upward and exhaustion of the adductor muscles, and path¬ 
ological changes in the soft structures of the larynx and trachea, with 
other sequela:. It is intimated that some of these complications may be 
avoided by at least temporary removal of the intubation tubes at the 
end of forty-eight hours of insertion. 

The doctor advises avoidance, if possible, of tracheotomy, as the patient 
is frequently unable afterward to breathe without the tube. 

Rupture of the (Esophagus Due to Vomiting.—'This case is reported 
by Dr. P. L. Gunckel, of Dayton, Ohio (American Medicine, October 
28, 1905). Autopsy revealed a perpendicular rent in the oesophagus, 
three-quarters of an inch in length and one-half inch above the aia- 

& hragm on the left side. The left pleural cavity was filled with water, 
lood, and the contents of the stomach. The stomach was greatly 
dilated; all the other organs were apparently in a normal condition. 

Laryngismus.— Dr. Collet, of Lyon (Annales dcs -maladies dc 
I'oreille, du larynx, du nez ct du -pharynx, September, 1905), reports a 
case of relief of the laryngeal spasm of tabes by the administration of 
santonin, 15 eg. doses, three times a day, in a woman aged fifty-one 
years, who denied or ignored any specific antecedent. The medicine 
was continued nearly two months without any inconvenience. The 
spasms continued absent between seven and eight months after the 
medicine had been suspended, when they recurrca and were again con¬ 
trolled by the administration of the santonin. 

Papillomatous Growths of the Larynx in Children.— Dr. L. D. 
Brose, of Evansville, Ind. (<Journal oj ike American Medical Associa¬ 
tion, March 18,1905), reports two cases: one in a lad, aged eleven years, 
and the other, presumptively congenital, in a female infant of nineteen 
months. The growths were satisfactorily removed—from the boy, with 
the intralaryngeal snare under cocaine ancesthesia, and in the infant, 
with the knife and snare after exposure by partial thyrotomy. 


Dislocation of the Thyroid Cartilage. —Dr. Frank W. Smithies, of 
Chicago (Journal of the American Medical Association, July 1, 1905), 
reports a case of dislocated thyroid cartilage of the larynx in a man 
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aged twenty years, who was hit or kicked in the front of his neck in a 
football same. When examined it was apparent that the thyroid car¬ 
tilage had been sprung, as it were, from its seat on the cricoid, and at 
the same time had suffered a rotation in a vertical direction. The 
inferior border of the thyroid cartilage wa3 about one-sixth of an inch 
below its resting place on the cricoid. 

The cartilage was replaced by careful digital manipulation, and was 
maintained m position with adhesive strips placed horizontally. At the 
end of five weeks the patient had practically recovered.) 


Foreign Bodies in the Lungs.— Dr. E. Fletcher Ingals, of Chicago 
('Journal of the American Medical Association, May 27, 1905), reports 
a case in which he successfully removed a collar-button from the lungs 
under bronchoscopy. ® 


Tracheotomy Wounds.— Dr. Miles F. Porter, of Fort Wayne, Ind. 
0 Journal of Ike American Medical Association, April 8, 1905), advocates 
the immediate closure of the trachea with suture as lessening the dangers 
from pneumonia and infection, shortening the convalescence and 
reducing the deformity of the scar to the minimum. 
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Experiments in Congenital Transmission of Tuberculosis and Congenital 
Tnberculosis.—The transmission of tuberculosis from the mother 
through the placenta to the child is known to occur, and Friedmann 
*li* * Arck 'S clxuri. p. 150) has collected 22 cases from 

the literature m which a placental infection in human beings was proven 
through anatomical study, while including the observations upon animals 
upwards of 100 such instances have been recorded. On the other hand, 
direct evidence to show that tuberculosis can be acquired by the child 
from the father isalmost lacking. Only two cases which suggest this 
method of transmission have been reported—one by Sanvey, tLe other 
by Landouzy. Klebs, however, has stated that “tuberculosis of the 
father is ten times more dangerous for the child than tuberculosis of 
the mother. 

. Bearing upon this question, Friedmann’s experiments are of much 
interest. A series of inoculations of human tubercle bacilli and the 



